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O’Keeffe & Company and CDW Government, Inc. Earn Nine Industry Awards for Public Relations Programs
Public Sector Disruptive Programs Shape the IT Marketplace; Capture American Marketing Association, Publicity Club of Chicago, and Public Relations Society of America Honors

Alexandria, Va., September 4, 2007 – O’Keeffe & Company, Inc., a full-service technology marketing agency, today announced that its public-sector disruptive programs, conducted for CDW Government, Inc. (CDW-G), earned nine regional and national awards in leading industry competitions.  These wins, which include recognition from the Public Relations Society of America and the American Marketing Association, validate the programs’ value in shaping and driving dialogue in the Information Technology (IT) marketplace.

Disruptive programs are research-based initiatives such as surveys or trend reports that seek to define, increase visibility of, and shape market-centric issues.  The award-winning disruptive programs conducted by O’Keeffe & Company for CDW-G include: the 2005 and 2006 Telework Reports, a series of surveys that sought to drive awareness of, and measure progress towards, Federal telework adoption mandates; the State & Local Technology Investment Curves (TIC), which analyzed five years of CDW-G’s internal sales data to rank the leading adopters of wireless and security IT solutions among state and local governments; and Teachers Talk Tech®, a survey of more than 1,000 K-12 teachers nationwide that assessed the integration of IT into core curricula. 
“These public-sector disruptive programs have enabled CDW-G to progress from talking about technology products and solutions to shaping a value-focused discussion of our customers’ market challenges and how IT solves them,” said Barbara Crystal, general manager of public relations for CDW-G.  “The programs have markedly increased our media footprint as well as awareness of CDW-G as a technology thought leader.”

Since the date of the first award, CDW-G has won the following awards:

In 2006:

· American Marketing Association Colorado Chapter’s Peak Awards:  Teachers Talk Tech® won a Gold Award 
· League of American Communications Professionals (LACP) Magellan Awards:  Both the Telework Reports and the State & Local Wireless and Security TICs (Technology Investment Curves) were selected as winners and recognized as being two of the top 50 PR programs of the year
· Publicity Club of Chicago’s Golden Trumpet Awards:  The Telework Reports received a Silver Trumpet 

In 2007:

· American Marketing Association DC-M Awards:  The Telework Reports were selected as winners

· International Summit Awards:  The Telework Reports received a Silver Award

· Publicity Club of Chicago’s Golden Trumpet Awards:  Both the Telework Reports and the State & Local Wireless and Security TICs (Technology Investment Curve) received Silver Trumpets 

· Public Relations Society of America’s Chicago Skyline Awards:  The Telework Reports received a Merit Award 
“As technology companies struggle to remain relevant with purchasers’ business requirements, they must drive a market dialogue focused on their customers’ business needs,” said Andrew H. LaVanway, account director for O’Keeffe & Company.  The disruptive programs have enabled CDW-G to do exactly that by pushing industry-centric issues to the forefront of both consumer and journalist awareness.”
– more –
About O’Keeffe & Company, Inc.

Founded on the belief that traditional agencies in the IT&T space lack real insight into the specifics of its clients’ marketing challenges, O’Keeffe & Company is a full-service marketing communications firm focused on delivering results for leading business-to-business and business-to-government IT&T clients.  Headquartered in Alexandria, Virginia, O’Keeffe & Company maintains offices in Atlanta, Bethesda, Boston, Philadelphia, Portland, and Rochester.  For additional information, please visit:  www.okco.com.
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